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places of storage, of any licensed man-
ufacturer, licensed importer, or li-
censed dealer for the purpose of in-
specting or examining the records, doc-
uments, ammunition and firearms re-
ferred to in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion: 

(1) In the course of a reasonable in-
quiry during the course of a criminal 
investigation of a person or persons 
other than the licensee, 

(2) For insuring compliance with the 
recordkeeping requirements of this 
part: 

(i) Not more than once during any 12- 
month period, or 

(ii) At any time with respect to 
records relating to a firearm involved 
in a criminal investigation that is 
traced to the licensee, or 

(3) When such inspection or examina-
tion may be required for determining 
the disposition of one or more par-
ticular firearms in the course of a bona 
fide criminal investigation. 

(c) Any ATF officer, without having 
reasonable cause to believe a violation 
of the Act has occurred or that evi-
dence of the violation may be found 
and without demonstrating such cause 
before a Federal magistrate or obtain-
ing from the magistrate a warrant au-
thorizing entry, may enter during 
hours of operation the premises, in-
cluding places of storage, of any li-
censed collector for the purpose of in-
specting or examining the records, doc-
uments, firearms, and ammunition re-
ferred to in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion (1) for ensuring compliance with 
the recordkeeping requirements of this 
part not more than once during any 12- 
month period or (2) when such inspec-
tion or examination may be required 
for determining the disposition of one 
or more particular firearms in the 
course of a bona fide criminal inves-
tigation. At the election of the licensed 
collector, the annual inspection per-
mitted by this paragraph shall be per-
formed at the ATF office responsible 
for conducting such inspection in clos-
est proximity to the collectors prem-
ises. 

(d) The inspections and examinations 
provided by this section do not author-
ize an ATF officer to seize any records 
or documents other than those records 
or documents constituting material 

evidence of a violation of law. If an 
ATF officer seizes such records or doc-
uments, copies shall be provided the li-
censee within a reasonable time. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10492, Mar. 31, 1988; as 
amended by T.D. ATF–363, 60 FR 17450, Apr. 
6, 1995] 

§ 478.24 Compilation of State laws and 
published ordinances. 

(a) The Director shall annually revise 
and furnish Federal firearms licensees 
with a compilation of State laws and 
published ordinances which are rel-
evant to the enforcement of this part. 
The Director annually revises the com-
pilation and publishes it as ‘‘State 
Laws and Published Ordinances—Fire-
arms’’ which is furnished free of charge 
to licensees under this part. Where the 
compilation has previously been fur-
nished to licensees, the Director need 
only furnish amendments of the rel-
evant laws and ordinances to such li-
censees. 

(b) ‘‘State Laws and Published Ordi-
nances—Firearms’’ is incorporated by 
reference in this part. It is ATF Publi-
cation 5300.5, revised yearly. The cur-
rent edition is available from the Su-
perintendent of Documents, U.S. Gov-
ernment Printing Office, Washington, 
DC 20402. It is also available for inspec-
tion at the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, 800 North Capitol Street, NW., 
suite 700, Washington, DC. This incor-
poration by reference was approved by 
the Director of the Federal Register. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10493, Mar. 31, 1988] 

§ 478.25 Disclosure of information. 

The Director of Industry Operations 
may make available to any Federal, 
State or local law enforcement agency 
any information which is obtained by 
reason of the provisions of the Act with 
respect to the identification of persons 
prohibited from purchasing or receiv-
ing firearms or ammunition who have 
purchased or received firearms or am-
munition, together with a description 
of such firearms or ammunition. Upon 
the request of any Federal, State or 
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local law enforcement agency, the Di-
rector of Industry Operations may pro-
vide such agency any information con-
tained in the records required to be 
maintained by the Act or this part. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10493, Mar. 31, 1988] 

§ 478.25a Responses to requests for in-
formation. 

Each licensee shall respond imme-
diately to, and in no event later than 
24 hours after the receipt of, a request 
by an ATF officer at the National 
Tracing Center for information con-
tained in the records required to be 
kept by this part for determining the 
disposition of one or more firearms in 
the course of a bona fide criminal in-
vestigation. The requested information 
shall be provided orally to the ATF of-
ficer within the 24-hour period. 
Verification of the identity and em-
ployment of National Tracing Center 
personnel requesting information may 
be established at the time the re-
quested information is provided by 
telephoning the toll-free number 1–800– 
788–7132 or using the toll-free facsimile 
(FAX) number 1–800–578–7223. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1512–0387) 

[T.D. ATF–363, 60 FR 17451, Apr. 6, 1996, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–396, 63 FR 12646, Mar. 
16, 1998] 

§ 478.26 Curio and relic determination. 

Any person who desires to obtain a 
determination whether a particular 
firearm is a curio or relic shall submit 
a written request, in duplicate, for a 
ruling thereon to the Director. Each 
such request shall be executed under 
the penalties of perjury and shall con-
tain a complete and accurate descrip-
tion of the firearm, and such photo-
graphs, diagrams, or drawings as may 
be necessary to enable the Director to 
make a determination. The Director 
may require the submission of the fire-
arm for examination and evaluation. If 
the submission of the firearm is im-
practical, the person requesting the de-
termination shall so advise the Direc-
tor and designate the place where the 
firearm will be available for examina-
tion and evaluation. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10493, Mar. 31, 1988] 

§ 478.27 Destructive device determina-
tion. 

The Director shall determine in ac-
cordance with 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4) wheth-
er a device is excluded from the defini-
tion of a destructive device. A person 
who desires to obtain a determination 
under that provision of law for any de-
vice which he believes is not likely to 
be used as a weapon shall submit a 
written request, in triplicate, for a rul-
ing thereon to the Director. Each such 
request shall be executed under the 
penalties of perjury and contain a com-
plete and accurate description of the 
device, the name and address of the 
manufacturer or importer thereof, the 
purpose of and use for which it is in-
tended, and such photographs, dia-
grams, or drawings as may be nec-
essary to enable the Director to make 
his determination. The Director may 
require the submission to him, of a 
sample of such device for examination 
and evaluation. If the submission of 
such device is impracticable, the per-
son requesting the ruling shall so ad-
vise the Director and designate the 
place where the device will be available 
for examination and evaluation. 

§ 478.28 Transportation of destructive 
devices and certain firearms. 

(a) The Director may authorize a per-
son to transport in interstate or for-
eign commerce any destructive device, 
machine gun, short-barreled shotgun, 
or short-barreled rifle, if he finds that 
such transportation is reasonably nec-
essary and is consistent with public 
safety and applicable State and local 
law. A person who desires to transport 
in interstate or foreign commerce any 
such device or weapon shall submit a 
written request so to do, in duplicate, 
to the Director. The request shall con-
tain: 

(1) A complete description and identi-
fication of the device or weapon to be 
transported; 

(2) A statement whether such trans-
portation involves a transfer of title; 

(3) The need for such transportation; 
(4) The approximate date such trans-

portation is to take place; 
(5) The present location of such de-

vice or weapon and the place to which 
it is to be transported; 
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